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Welcome Address to Freshmen in the ILC 2019

On behalf of all the junior and senior students of the International Language Course of Yokohama Hayato High School, I,
sincerely would like to welcome all of you.

Today is the day of excitement, and maybe of anxiety for most of you. You will be facing an enormous change in your
life, which might bring a lot of nervousness to you. However, the teachers, junior and senior students will have your back!

Your new life here that is about to begin involves a set of challenges, encounters, new knowledge, but it will fill you with
joy and strength! In the ILC, you will discover and experience very exciting events. For example, we have the inside
speech contest and outside contests, the volunteer activities that may bring you and your senpais very close, and saving
the best for last, the Canada school trip, where you will learn about multiculturalism, and make some great memories with
your host family, CAs and classmates.

| joined the ILC in summer 2017. | had lived in Mexico for 10 years, so starting high school in a country which is
culturally very different from where | used to live, made me very anxious. | was worried about the classes, and whether |
was going to get along with my classmates and teachers. However, because of the friendly atmosphere of the school, | got
along with the teachers and classmates in a couple of days, and also made several friends who helped me with the
classes.

Here in the ILC, we have great teachers, both native English speakers and Japanese, who not only teach you subjects,
but also support and advise students to pursue their goals. Moreover, there are students from different backgrounds who
may make your high school life fun and interesting. | feel that this course has helped me improve my English and have a
broader perspective on internationalization, which | believe will be the same for you.

Maybe my words are not of much help to relieve your nervousness, but | really do think that you will
enjoy your school life in Hayato as | do now.

I hope that your next three years are filled with great happiness and accomplishments. | wish you
all the best today and from now on in the International Language Course, the ILC. Thank you.
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