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~ 2014 Welcome Address ~
Welcome to Yokohama Hayato High School. My name is Mio Tanaka. I am a senior student of Kokusaigoka, or the International
Language Course. I am honored to be here to congratulate you all on this special day for you.
I can see that you are nervous and still wondering what your high school life is going to be like. You may worry whether you can
make a lot of friends, if the class subjects are too difficult, or if your teachers are scary. Two years ago I felt exactly the same as you
do now.
Don’t worry! There are a lot of exciting things waiting for you. The International Language Course has a wide variety of activities
such as the trip to the United States, speech contests and different kinds of volunteer opportunities.
The teachers as well as the juniors and the seniors are very friendly and are ready to help you any time. We also have four native
English speaking teachers from Canada, the United States and New Zealand. You can benefit from these teachers not only in
studying English but also in learning about different cultures.
From today onward you are part of Yokohama Hayato High School and you will experience a school life that is completely different
from the school experiences you had in the past. It might be challenging, but I'm sure that you
will have a great time here at Hayato High School.
Here is my advice. First, try to make friends with a lot of people around you — your classmates, senpais and
teachers, as soon as you can. Second, try to do new things that you have never done before. Third, set your goal
for the coming three years.
I sincerely hope you will make these three years the most precious memories in your life and that you will feel that
you made the right choice selecting this high school when you are at the graduation ceremony three years from now.
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